FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
mously. Moreover, scientific expeditions have investigated, dis-
covered, and started to develop great mineral resources in the
Pamirs. Tadzhikistan now provides the rest of the country with
fine Egyptian cotton, wool, silk, fruit, tin ore, and a number of
rare metals.
A railway to Tadzhikistan which runs to the capital of the
Republic, the fine new town of Stalinabad, and wide motor roads
within, have been and are being constructed. Near Stalinabad,
situated in the centre of the Republic, an electrical station has been
erected.
Here is the view of a Tatar, who at a meeting of Tatar electors
residing in the Stalin Election District of Moscow held at the
House of Technique of the Stalin District on December i, 1937,
said: "Prior to the Great Socialist Revolution, we Tatars were
disfranchized and neglected. We were given no opportunity to
study and learn a profession. To-day all roads are open to us, to
study, to work, to develop. In the past I was a shepherd and a
hired labourer. To-day I am a leader of a Stakhanov brigade of
metal workers and am getting a general education in a night school
which is conducted in our own language. Among Tatars we have
teachers, engineers, mechanics, factory directors, and people of
other specialities.
"All this is a result of the Great Socialist Revolution, of the
work of the great Communist Party and the beloved leader of
the toilers, Comrade Stalin."
Now let a Bashkirian speak. Waliula Burtazin is now vice-
chairman of the Bashkir Art Committee and this is what he says
of himself: "I was formerly an agricultural labourer, and now I
am a People's Artist of the Republic and a member of the Central
Executive Committee of Bashkiria. I was one of the founders of
the first Bashkirian dramatic theatre, which was established
sixteen years ago, and drew its first actors from among men of
the Red Army. At present this theatre has a company of fifty fully
qualified actors, including seven honoured artists of the Union.
There are at present in Bashkiria sixteen theatres, including Bash-
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